Response Papers
Guidelines for English 10 Honors 

One purpose of writing a response to your reading is to make you alert, active readers (instead of inert, passive ones). You will find yourselves reading more self-consciously, efficiently, and critically if you know you have to trace your own responses, make observations, or raise a question about your reading. Another purpose is to encourage you to record and express your thoughts, interests, dilemmas, questions, concerns as you read, and thus to develop independent ideas and to participate in our discussions in class. If you have thought and written about something, and we don't seem to be getting to it, bring it to our attention. And finally, your responses will also become preparation for developing ideas for papers. Occasionally will ask you to read these papers in class for our discussion.

All I ask of you is a certain degree of care and focus. Pay attention to the text and choose something to write. The response is not a formal paper, so you do not have to produce a developed thesis and argument; however, make sure your writing is free of mistakes and that your style is interesting. Be clear about what you are saying, and tell us what fascinates or troubles you. Remember that a response is not just about what you like or don't like — we may begin with feelings but we don't end there. Try to make sense of the text.
Examples of possible types of responses: 

(1) focusing on a small part: 


a) discuss one sentence or passage in detail and explain its significance for the whole; or


b) find two key sentences or passages and discuss their relationship.

(2) assembling pieces of evidence:


locate three "hotspots" from the text (passages that seem important, striking, puzzling) and suggest what they might show individually or together;  or,

(3) formulating over-arching ideas, themes, or problems


a) devise a good question, explain why the answer is not so obvious, and then try to answer it by finding three apt passages; or


b) locate and define a theme or main subject of the story

(4) revising or complicating:


a) give a raw response, then either analyze it for your own assumptions, values, expectations; or


b) after rereading, give a second response complicating or refuting what you first thought.

